
 
 

PRSA Mid-Atlantic District Board Meeting: MINUTES 
 
Meeting Information: 

Date:   March 4, 2016 
11:30 a.m. 

 

Dial-In:  (605) 475-4800 
Participant Access Code:  896975# 

 

2016 Mid-Atlantic District Board Officers: 
Chair: Kevin Gaydosh, APR 

Chair-Elect: Mitch Marovitz, Ph.D., APR 
Secretary: Windy Campbell 

Treasurer:  Laura LaChapelle, APR, MBA 
Immediate Past-Chair & Nominating Committee Rep: Liz, Smith, MBA, APR 

 
Meeting Attendees: 

 
 

District Leadership: 
 Kevin Gaydosh, APR 
- Mitch Marovitz, Ph.D., APR 
 Windy Campbell 
- Laura LaChapelle, APR, MBA  
 Liz Smith, APR, MBA 

 

 
 
 

Maryland Chapter: 

 Peggy Hoffman 

 Laura LaChapelle, APR, MBA 
(Rep) 

 
 
 

Blue Ridge Chapter: 

 Chuck Lionberger (Rep) 

 Thomas Becher, APR 

 
 
 
 

National Capital Chapter: 

 Sherri Core 
 Christie Phillips, APR (Rep) 

 

 
 

Central Chesapeake Chapter: 

 Marc Apter, APR 

 Angie Howard, APR (Rep) 
 Louise Hayman 

 

 
Philadelphia Chapter: 

 Rosie Braude (Rep) 

 
 
 
 

Central Pennsylvania Chapter: 
 Liz Smith, APR, MBA (Rep) 
 Chris Brant 

 Leslie Ocko 

 

 

 

Richmond Chapter: 

 Jennifer Guild (Rep) 
 Windy Campbell 

 
 
 
 

Delaware Chapter: 
 Leon Tucker 

 Laurie Bick (Rep) 

 
 
 

Virginia Peninsula Chapter: 

 Michael A. Brown (Rep) 

 Priscilla Caldwell 
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Hampton Roads Chapter: 

 Courtney Anderson, APR 

 Christine Brantley (Rep) 
 Sonja Barisic 

 

 

 

Guests: 
 

 
 

PRSA National: 
 Alyssa Barnett 

  

Key Discussions: 

Topic Discussion Points 

Administration 
Discussion Lead: 
Kevin and Laura 

 Roll Call 

 Attendance/Quorum – with seven (7) chapters represented on the call, 
we had a quorum. 

 Treasurer's Report 
QuickStart’s billing is almost finalized. There were some discrepancies 
involving the Hampton Roads chapter’s payment using Pay Pal and a 
few outstanding attendance payments, which are still being resolved. 
All major QuickStart commitments, such as the facility and the 
keynote speaker, have been paid.  We have received the sponsorship 
check from Star Chapter.  
 

National update 
Discussion Lead:  
Jay / Alyssa 

-- Master PRSA Calendar 

National has developed a master calendar for chapters and districts to 

refer to, when planning events, conferences etc. It includes Federal 

and religious holidays, as well as other conferences and events being 

held by National/chapters/districts. The master calendar is located in 

chapter and district dashboards.  

 

-- Current Membership promotion 

Coming soon is a member get a member deal, designed to benefit 

existing members to recruit new members. More information coming 

soon! 

 

-- Leadership Rally dates & location 

The 2016 Leadership Rally will be held October 21-22 in Indianapolis; 

it will coincide with the International Conference.  

 

-- Va. Peninsula Chapter Status 

The District and National are working with the chapter to determine 

how they can potentially merge with the Hampton Roads chapter. The 

chapters share a history together.  Approx. 10 years ago, the Virginia 

Peninsula chapter spun off from Hampton Roads chapter due to 

geographic challenges and a belief that there was enough opportunity 

and interest to serve PR professionals on the west side of the 
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Hampton Roads market. The chapter, however, has struggled in 

leadership involvement from its members. Thus it’s in the process of 

folding back into the Hampton Roads chapter. 

 

It was noted that the Hampton Roads chapter board is generally in 

favor of the merger and after its due diligence period, it will discuss at 

the next board meeting and then present to the membership.  Virginia 

Peninsula members will also be notified and will vote on the plan.  

Other topics 
Discussion Lead: 
Kevin  

 

-- The final Star Chapter webinar will be held March 8 – chapter rep’s 

were encouraged to participate if they have not already. The webinars 

provide a walk-though of Star Chapter’s products and services.  

 

-- The PRSSA chapter list has been uploaded and incorporated onto 

the Mid-Atlantic District website. The list is broken down by state and 

by chapter. This supports the Mid-Atlantic’s goal this year of being 

more proactive in reaching out to PRSSA students.  

 

-- APR Boot Camp UPDATE – The APR Boot Camp’s 18 seats are 

sold out! Readiness Review Panelists from the District include Liz, 

Thomas, and Kevin, in addition to Richmond APRs serving as well.  

Business 
meeting:  

 

Chapter Updates 
Discussion Lead: 
Roundtable 

 Blue Ridge –  
 
No report. 
 

 Central Chesapeake – Louise Hayman 
 
The chapter has re-established a PRSSA chapter with Bowie State 
University. With lots of ideas being generated, the chapter looks 
forward to resuming that relationship. 
 
The chapter recently hosted a program on “Marketing Using 
LinkedIn.” It had a very high attendance level.  
 
The chapter has signed up with Star Chapter for a much improved 
website.  
 

 Central Pennsylvania – Liz Smith and Chris Brandt 
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The chapter held a great event at York College in February with John 
Maroon; it was a joint event with PRSSA Central PA and PRSA 
Central PA. It was highly successful.  
The chapter is also reaching out to more young professionals. APR 
Saturdays started in February, to include three (3) sessions of APR 
training. Liz will be conducting mock training and readiness reviews. 
 
The chapter once again will be hosting PR for a Day on April 29. This 
is when the chapter donates time to local nonprofits. It’s been a very 
successful event in their community. It was adapted from a successful 
program in Hampton Roads.  
 

 Delaware – Leon Tucker 
 
The chapter hosted a networking event in February. It was strongly 
promoted using social media outreach. Most of the people who 
attended were new to PRSA.  
 
The chapter also will host a March 14 program with a media panel. 
The event will give participants the opportunity to interact with high 
profile newsroom leaders. The chapter has received a good number of 
registrants so far. The chapter hopes that this program will enable 
them to reach more PR professionals and engage them and their 
colleagues.  
 
In supporting the chapter’s goals to increase membership and 
fundraising in 2016, the chapter is making extra effort to provide 
programming and events that will be fun and interesting. Leon noted 
that the chapter will be aggressive about executing these programs.  
 
Leon also noted that the Delaware State Housing Authority is looking 
for a PIO. This is a high-profile position, with opportunity for growth. 
Anyone within the District who is interested should contact Leon for 
more information.   
 

 Hampton Roads – Sonja Barisic 
 
The chapter’s February chapter lunch program featured “Saving 
Sweet Briar College.” It was a great program that detailed overall 
communications challenges and strategies, social media and 
grassroots efforts.  
 
The chapter is planning its biggest monthly meeting of the year in 
March; it will include a dynamic panel of local media. Registration for 
this event is going well.  
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The chapter’s awards season is underway. They are currently 
tweaking a few categories to hopefully encourage entries. 
 

 Maryland –  
 
No report. 
 

 NCC – Christie Phillips 
 

The chapter’s annual membership rally will be held on March 8. This is 
to encourage members to become more involved in the chapter, by 
volunteering on committees, etc.  
 
The chapter will host a program on March 15 on how PR is adapting 
itself from a media publicizing role to a more strategic role. 
 
The chapter also recently held a Breakfast Breakthrough session 
targeting leadership in nonprofit and association organizations. 

 

 Philadelphia – Rosie Braude 
 
The chapter hosted its annual Board retreat on Feb. 16, where they 
took a look at strategic planning on membership and programming.  
 
A February program, which was featuring best practices on awards 
entries, had low registration, so the program had to be canceled.  
 
In March, the chapter will feature a presentation from PetPlan, a pet 
insurance start-up company, on successful PR/marketing practices.  
 
In April, the chapter will host a PRSA / PRSSA mixer. 
 

 Richmond –  
 

The chapter is pleased to report that APR Boot Camp is full. 
Arrangements for this event are going well. 
 
The chapter’s Virginia Public Relations Awards entries have been 
coming in “hot and heavy.” The awards are once again this year 
completely online, making the entry submittal process much easier 
and efficient. The awards are open to any Virginia PR program, so 
other chapters in Virginia can submit awards.   
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The chapter’s next luncheon is March 30, on the topic of “Content 
Marketing: Publish or Perish” presented by David Beebe of Marriott 
Traveler. The chapter’s February speaker from Emory University, 
addressing how the university hospital handled the Ebola situation, 
was excellent – should any chapters be considering topics and 
speakers.  
 
The chapter’s first professional development workshop of the year will 
be held in April. It will include a digital/online component, where 
participants will engage with the speaker via Skype. More details 
coming soon! 
 
The chapter’s special sections have already been very active this 
early in the year (senior practitioners, public service, IPs, student 
relations, nonprofit), there have been much member engagement 
opportunities within the chapter. 
 

 Virginia Peninsula –  
 
None. 
 

Good of Group  Misc. Announcements 
 
Kevin reported that the District Council has released a survey on 
chapter award programs. Of 17 respondents so far, five (5) of them 
were from Mid-Atlantic District. This shows great participation from our 
district! The survey is still live for those who have not taken it; the link 
to the survey is on the Mid-Atlantic website.   
 
All in all, it seems that there is great programming going on amongst 
chapters. We’d like to post photos from your programs. Please send 
us 1 or 2 photos from your chapter events / guest speakers, and we’ll 
share them on the MAD website. Also, please remember to send us 
any content from your chapter programs that are free to access.  
 
The call adjourned at 12:09. 
 

 

Next Steps: 

Task Responsible Due Status 

QUICK START KG Jan. 30 Complete 

APR BOOT CAMP LS Apr. 6-9 Registration closed. 

Red – Critical;  Yellow – Caution;   Green – On Track;   Blue - Complete 


