
 
 

 

 

 

PRSA Mid-Atlantic District Board Meeting: January 2016 MINUTES 

Meeting Information: 

January 8, 2016 
11:30 a.m. 

 

Dial-In:  (605) 475-4800 
Participant Access Code:  896975# 

 

2016 Mid-Atlantic District Board Officers: 
Chair: Kevin Gaydosh, APR 

Chair-Elect: Mitch Marovitz, Ph.D., APR 
Secretary: Windy Campbell 

Treasurer:  Laura LaChapelle, APR, MBA 
Immediate Past-Chair & Nominating Committee Rep: Liz, Smith, MBA, APR 

 
Meeting Attendees: 

 
 

District Leadership: 
 Kevin Gaydosh, APR 
 Mitch Marovitz, Ph.D., APR 
 Windy Campbell 
 Laura LaChapelle, APR, MBA  
 Liz Smith, APR, MBA 

 

 
 
 

Maryland Chapter: 
- Peggy Hoffman 
 Laura LaChapelle, APR, MBA 

(Rep) 

 
 
 

Blue Ridge Chapter: 
 Chuck Lionberger (Rep) 
- Thomas Becher, APR 

 
 
 
 

National Capital Chapter: 
- Sherri Core 
 Christie Phillips, APR (Rep) 

 Central Chesapeake Chapter: 
- Marc Apter, APR 
- Angie Howard, APR (Rep) 
 Louise Hayman 

 

 Philadelphia Chapter: 
 Rosie Braude (Rep) 

 Central Pennsylvania Chapter: 
 Liz Smith, APR, MBA (Rep) 
- Leslie Ocko 

 Richmond Chapter: 
 Jennifer Guild (Rep) 
 Windy Campbell 

 
 
 
 

Delaware Chapter: 
- Leon Tucker 
 Laurie Bick (Rep) 

 
 
 

Virginia Peninsula Chapter: 
 Michael A. Brown (Rep) 
- Priscilla Caldwell 

 
 

Hampton Roads Chapter: 
- Courtney Anderson, APR 
 Christine Brantley (Rep) 

 

 
 

Guests: 
 

 
 

PRSA National: 
 Alyssa Barnett 
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Key Discussions: 

Topic Discussion Points 

Administration 
Discussion Lead: 
Kevin and Laura 

 Roll Call 

 Attendance/Quorum – A quorum was met. 

 Treasurer's Report  - Laura LaChapelle 

 The updated 2015 P&L statement will go out with the final 2016 
budget, which is waiting on final chapter counts from National. The 
Board will review and approve the 2016 budget. We will have this 
by the February call. 

 

National update 
Discussion Lead:  

 Alyssa Barnett 

 Alyssa Barnett is the new chapter and district relationship 
manager for PRSA National.  

 National is in the process of updating its website, which will 
provide chapters and districts with a calendar of national 
promotional events. This will be a collaborative effort between 
districts.   

 Jay Starr will attend Quick Start, representing PRSA National. 

 

Other topics 
Discussion Lead: 
Kevin  

 2016 Strategic Plan –  
 Highlights of the 2016 Strategic Plan were shared with the Board. 

Key initiatives for 2016 include a Mid-Atlantic District website, 
providing the following: 

 Better sharing of resources and information among 
chapters, being more robust and more meaningful for 
chapter presidents and leaders. It also will include sections 
and information on Quick Start, APR Boot Camp, 
International Conference and more.  

 A more regular blog presence, seeking contributions from 
Mid-Atlantic and chapter leaders 

 It will share a District calendar of events. 

 A section for PRSSA chapters within Mid-Atlantic 

 A section for District meeting minutes. 

 

 Quick Start status 
 Event will be held Jan 30, 2016, at Springfield (Va.) Country Club 

from 11:30 am to 5 p.m. 

 Keynote speaker is Michelle Nielsen of Ketchum Research in 
NYC. She will provide an update and synopsis of where our 
members are now, trends, and where they will be coming from in 
five years. She will present challenges that organizations are 
facing as Millennials come on board and replace Boomers. 

 The day will be centered on the idea of participation rather than 
note taking. Other topics include: 

 Diversity and Inclusion;  

 Working with Other Communication Professional Groups in 
your Market;  

 The Difference between Managing and Leading (presented by 
former NCC president Jeff Ghannam, APR) 
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 Setting up a succession plan in your Chapter 

 We will hear a cross section of ideas from chapters, large and 
small. It will be a full day, and worthwhile. Chapters should 
encourage anyone interested in attending to sign up online by 
Mon., Jan. 25. Carpooling is recommended.  

 It also was noted that Blue Ridge is handling online 
registrations for Quick Start.  

 

 District APR Boot Camp – April 6-9, 2016 – Richmond, Va. 
  8 seats have already been filled with candidates from Richmond, 

Hampton Roads and Blue Ridge. There are 17 available seats.  

 The Boot Camp will be four days of readiness review, training and 
testing.  

 Chapters should encourage members to participate.  

 Liz Smith sent out a flyer and website copy twice in December. 
Please ensure the material is posted on your chapter’s website, 
Facebook, Twitter, etc. The seats are filling up quickly. We would 
like to see APR candidates from all the chapters in our district. 

 Thank you to Richmond chapter for hosting the District APR Boot 
Camp.  

 Liz Smith will conduct Readiness Review training on Day One. 
Please let Liz know if you are interested in being a Readiness 
Review panelist, especially if you are within 90 minutes from 
Richmond. Our district is the only district in the country leading an 
APR Boot Camp. 

 

Business 
meeting:  

 Old Business 
 None. 

 

 New Business  
 None. 

 

Chapter Updates 
Discussion Lead: 
Roundtable 

 Blue Ridge – Chuck Lionberger 

 The chapter had a successful wrap up to 2015. The Summit 
Awards had the most number of entries ever in the program’s 
history. The December chapter lunch was well attended, and 
membership elected the 2016 slate of officers. The chapter 
Board is holding a retreat on Tues. Jan 12. Changes for 2016 
include an online system for awards submission and judging.   

 

 Central Chesapeake – Louise Hayman 

 The chapter is in better shape now than in past years. There will 
be good chapter representation at Quick Start. Programs are 
being lined up for this calendar year.  

 

 Central Pennsylvania – Liz Smith 

 The chapter hosted a social in Hershey in December. The 
chapter also will host John Maroon (handles PR for Cal Ripken) 
at a PRSA/PRSSA dinner function at York College on Feb 10. 
The online awards program working out really well. It is hosted 
on the chapter website and it has been shared with other 
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chapters at a low cost, just the chapter administrator’s fees.  Let 
Liz know if your chapter is interested in pursuing an online 
awards system and she will notify the chapter administrator.  

 

 Delaware – Laurie Bick 

 The chapter has two new at-large board members. We are 
continuing to raise chapter profile with the formation of a PRSSA 
chapter at Wilmington University. A PR student from the Univ. of 
Delaware has received a $1,500 scholarship and the PRSSA 
Delaware award. Leon Tucker is chapter president.  

 

 Hampton Roads –  Christine Brantley 

 The chapter enters 2016 with a strong board. A New 
Professional committee is launching, which will be led by a 
PRSSA graduate and it will reach out to younger members and 
those new to the PR profession. The first program of the year is 
Jan, 20, featuring Virginia Beach chief of police and the Virginia 
Beach communications director talking about managing media 
relations during a crisis or high profile event.  

 

 Maryland – Laura LaChapelle 
 The Chapter will be meeting this month to finalize its slate for 

2016. There should be a full plan of programs for the year soon. 
The chapter had a successful awards event in 2015, with an 
increase in entries and attendance. Plans already are underway 
for the chapter’s annual Chesapeake Conference.  

 

 NCC –  Christie Phillips 
 The chapter will hold its first board meeting of the year on Jan. 

20. They also will hold a ½ day program featuring a Ketchum 
Research program similar to that being presented at Quick Start. 
On Jan. 28, there will be an evening event for members to learn 
more about participating on committees.  

 

 Philadelphia –  Rosie Braude 

 The chapter will hold a Board meeting in early January, followed 
by winter networking event in partnership with the Philadelphia 
Ad Club. There will be a Board Retreat in February. 

 

 Richmond – Jennifer Guild 

 Based on results from a membership survey, the chapter is 
entering 2016 with a very positive outlook. Results are showing 
96% of members are satisfied or extremely satisfied with the 
chapter. The chapter hopes PRSA Richmond and National will 
be a resource for members. We’re hoping to better communicate 
the resources that are available to members at the District and 
National level. The 2016 Board got together for a strategic 
planning meeting in December. Lots of new people on the 
board, with a big push on diversity. The chapter also has hired a 
new webmaster.  
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 Virginia Peninsula – Mike Brown 

 The chapter is dormant right now, despite recruitment efforts. 
To-date, the chapter has no president-elect, nor does it have a 
full board. They’re continuing to work toward this goal. They will 
have two representatives attending Quick Start.  

Good of Group  Misc. Announcements 

 NONE. 

 

 

Next Steps: 

Task Responsible Due Status 

QUICK START KG Jan. 30 Finalizing agenda, 
registrations open 

APR BOOT CAMP LS Apr. 6-9 Registration open 

Red – Critical;  Yellow – Caution;   Green – On Track;   Blue - Complete 


