
 
 

PRSA Mid-Atlantic District Board Meeting: MINUTES 
 
Meeting Information: 

Date:   Dec. 9, 2016 
11:30 a.m. 

 

Dial-In:  (605) 475-4800 
Participant Access Code:  896975# 

 

2016 Mid-Atlantic District Board Officers: 
Chair: Kevin Gaydosh, APR 

Chair-Elect: Mitch Marovitz, Ph.D., APR, Fellow PRSA 
Secretary: Windy Campbell 

Treasurer:  Laura LaChapelle, APR, MBA 
Immediate Past-Chair & Nominating Committee Rep: Liz, Smith, MBA, APR 

 
Meeting Attendees: 

 
 

District Leadership: 
- Kevin Gaydosh, APR 
- Mitch Marovitz, Ph.D., APR, Fellow, 

PRSA  
- Windy Campbell 
- Laura LaChapelle, APR, MBA  
- Liz Smith, APR, MBA 
 

 
 
 

Hampton Roads Chapter: 
- Courtney Anderson, APR 
- Christine Brantley (Rep) 

 

 
 
 

Blue Ridge Chapter: 
- Chuck Lionberger (Rep) 
- Thomas Becher, APR 

 
 
 
 

Maryland Chapter: 
- Peggy Hoffman 
- Laura LaChapelle, APR, MBA (Rep) 

 

 
 

Central Chesapeake Chapter: 
- Marc Apter, APR 
- Angie Howard, APR (Rep) 
 

 
National Capital Chapter: 
- Sherri Core 
- Christie Phillips, APR (Rep) --  

 
 
 

Central Pennsylvania Chapter: 
- Liz Smith, APR, MBA (Rep) 
- Leslie Ocko 

 
 

Philadelphia Chapter: 
- Rosie Braude (Rep) --  

 
 
 
 

Delaware Chapter: 
- Leon Tucker 
- Laurie Bick (Rep) 

 
 
 

Richmond Chapter: 
- Jennifer Guild (Rep) 
- Windy Campbell 
- Andrew Ryan, APR 

 

 
 

PRSA National: 
-     Don Mounce 

 Guests: 
- Mindy Hughes, APR, PRSA 

regional representative 
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Key Discussions: 
 
Topic Discussion Points 

Administration 
Discussion Lead: 
Kevin and Laura 

 Roll Call 

 Attendance/Quorum – we have a quorum 

 Treasurer's Report – Updated 12/1/16 – it was shared with the District 
Reps. 
 

National update 
Discussion Lead:  
Mindy 

 New address for PRSA National:  120 Wall St., 21st Floor, New York, 
NY  10005 

 Status on New National Program rollout – 

Everyone should be familiar with new programs that rolled out:   

 EasySites (https://easysites.prsa.org/) with templates for chapter 
websites. It will move into its next phase in 2017 with event 
registration capability and connecting with national’s member 
database.  

 StoreFront www.prsa.onlinetoprint.com offering customized 
templates for membership, chapters are starting to use it. 
Suggestions to add a few more items to that.  

 Most of us have info on new member discount program from 
PRSA, offering savings at retailers: www.prsa.savingcenter.net 

In 2017, National will be focusing on membership recruitment / 
retention. This includes “touch points” with new members (1-2 
years), connecting with them in ways that are not too burdensome. 
Mindy soon will have more information on how the retention effort 
will roll out, and how chapters can work with National. Research 
shows that new members who are not engaged at the chapter level 
have a higher risk of dropping membership after 1 to 2 years. Once 
engaged, they are much more likely to remain a member. Mindy/Jay 
will discuss this more at Quick Start. 
 
2017 chapter officers: if you haven’t already sent your new officers 
list to National, please do so: chapters@prsa.org.  
 
Mindy shared to National a recent sheet of 2016 chapter 
accomplishments developed by the Richmond chapter, which was 
shared with its membership and guests at its November luncheon, 
as an example of what chapters can do to show their 
accomplishments.  

 
 

https://easysites.prsa.org/
http://www.prsa.onlinetoprint.com/
http://www.prsa.savingcenter.net/
mailto:chapters@prsa.org
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Other topics 
Discussion Lead: 
Liz / Mitch’ Kevin 

 2017 District APR Boot Camp update, April 5-8, 2017 

Registration is set up on National website, also on MAD website. Liz 

will send a brief write-up on Boot Camp so chapters can share on 

social media and websites, so members can be prepared.  

 

 2017 Quick Start Update 

Mitch signed contract with Springfield Country Club in Springfield, 

Va., for Sat., Jan. 28. National Capital Chapter will hold a chapter 

board meeting there prior. Quick Start is slated to start at 10:30 a.m. 

for an early bird session open to anyone who can come early. Topic 

TBD. Lunch will be from 11:30 a.m. till 1 p.m. The program will open 

with Jay and Mindy discussing new leadership tools, and the chapter 

liaison program available. Afternoon sessions TBD to follow.  

 

We want Quick Start to be as valuable to incoming leadership as we 

can make it. Chapter reps and leaders should have received a 

Survey Monkey inviting us to share insight on topics of interest, 

leadership, etc. Please fill this out: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VBHYQTF. Philadelphia Chapter 

has offered to do a session on conducting effective board meetings.  

 

The Quick Start early bird session will include an icebreaker format in 

first half hour; the session will start at 11 a.m. It’s optional and 

hopefully interesting. We recognize some chapters are required to 

travel several hours to get to Springfield, and we don’t want folks to 

feel they have to make it there in time for the early bird session. The 

main part of the conference will start after lunch. 

 

MAD will provide complimentary registrations for two representatives 

from each chapter, but chapters are encouraged to bring as many 

board leaders who are interested. We would like to know in advance 

of additional members planning to attend, to prepare for room 

accommodations and catering. Specifics for registration are still 

being worked out. But historically, people just bring a check to the 

event.  

 

 2016 Annual report, Minimum Standards Report 

Kevin reported that he is finishing up final elements of annual report. 

It will be attached to, and part of, the Minimum Standards Report. 

This will be kept as a formal document in our archives.   

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VBHYQTF
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 New Chapter Officers, MAD Board Appointments 

Please send new chapter committee and officers to Windy and/or 

Mitch sometime this month. This will help us to prepare 

communications that are targeted to them. If there is a new 

representative on this board, please make a note of that, as well. 

MAD bylaws state that the chapter president, or a designee, serves 

on the MAD Board.  

Business meeting:   2017 Proposed Budget 

o Revenue/Expenses (Originally sent 11/9; revised 11/17) -- There 

was discussion about not proposing a budget with a sizeable 

projected deficit and also discussion on clarifying some of the 

projected revenue (which was currently listed as a footnote). 

Angie motioned to amend the budget listing the 2016 carryover 

funds as a revenue line-item.  Mitch agreed to this friendly 

amendment to his original motion which was passed by 

unanimous voice vote.  

 

o The proposed budget, so amended, was then voted on and 

approved as amended. The 2017 Budget will be revised as 

previously noted.  

 

 P&P revision for 2017 

o Proposed changes – A committee of MAD reps and leaders 

looked at our Policies & Procedures document, as we are 

mandated every 3 years. (See attached.) 

 

o Several Bylaws changes will be recommended for review in 

2017. 

 
o The P&P changes were reviewed. The report of the committee 

serves as a motion to the board.  The P&P revisions were 

seconded that this be approved. Approval was accepted.  

Chapter Updates 
Discussion Lead: 
Roundtable 

 Blue Ridge – no report 
 

 Central Chesapeake – Chapter is hosting holiday reception next 
week, where the new leadership team will be formally installed. Louise 
Hayman, a founding member of the chapter, was recognized by the 
Maryland chapter as Maryland’s PR Professional of the Year. The 
chapter is planning to bring a good contingent of leaders to Quick 
Start. The chapter also will host a speaker in January on the topic of 
how to get your message across by self-publishing.  
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 Central Pennsylvania – Board elections were last night, at a joint 
social with IABC and PRSA in Carlisle.  
 

 Delaware – no report  
 

 Hampton Roads – the chapter’s upcoming events include a “Get 
Motivated” session with Van Rose in January. Following this is the 
“Flacks vs. Hacks: Trivia Showdown” with the Society for Professional 
Journalists. This is a social event held at a local craft brewery.  
 

 Maryland – no report 
 

 National Capital Chapter – no report 
 

 Philadelphia – The chapter’s annual awards program had 114 
entries, and 160 people attended the awards event this month. A 
comedian served as master of ceremonies; the chapter was very 
pleased with this program and turnout. The chapter will host its final 
board conference call for 2016 next week. Chapter is in the process 
for planning events for Q1 next year.  
 

 Richmond – Final lunch program on Nov. 30 coincided with the 
chapter’s 70th birthday celebration. The final professional development 
session of the year featuring a topic on Speechwriting, led by a DC-
based speechwriter. The chapter held its first board retreat for 2017, 
which included all incoming board and committee leaders. Chapter 
also hosted a social for incoming/outgoing Board members. Chapter is 
gearing up for the 2017 District APR Boot Camp, annual awards 
program and other programming in 2017.  
 

Good of Group Misc. Announcements 

 First Call of 2017—new phone number!!! 
We will be using National’s main call line. New conference number is: 

 
605-475-4800 code: 896975# 

 
The date for the calls will change from first Friday to second Friday of 
the month. Same 11:30 a.m. time slot, just a week later. We have to 
schedule around other chapters and sections that are using the trunk 
line. As such, the next MAD call will be Friday, Jan. 13, at 11:30 a.m. 
 

 

Next Steps: 
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Task Responsible Due Status 

QUICK START – 2017- JAN. 28 – 10:30 A– 4:30 P MM Jan./Feb.  On Track 

APR BOOT CAMP – 2017 LS Apr. 2017 Planning 

2016 MINIMUM STANDARDS REPORT KG Dec. 31 On Track 

2016 ANNUAL REPORT  KG Dec. 31 On Track 

Red – Critical;  Yellow – Caution;   Green – On Track;   Blue - Complete 

 


